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I.—Foreien Potitics. | 


The Sudhakar, of the 2nd December, says that the refusal of the 

ius Disks British Government to listen to Arabi Pasha’s 

prayer for changing his place of imprison- 

ment, because the climate of Ceylon does not suit him, will probably be the 

cause of Arabi’s untimely death. Such conduct towards a prisoner like 
arabi 1s vot proper on the part of the noble British Government. 


Il.—Home ApDMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


2. <A correspondent of the Kasipur Nivasi, of the 30th November, 
a i el ds writing from Uzirpur in Barisal, savs that the 
eect ies poor poula in that part find great difficulty in 
paying the enhanced chaukidari tax, and that many of them are selling house- 
hold utensils and even rice stored for domestic consumption to pay the tax. But 
the chaukidars, whom the people pay with so much difficulty, do not go on 
rounds at night. One of them, when remonstrated with for this, gave the curious 
reply, “why should I take the trouble of keeping watch at night, when the 
rich can themselves take good care of their things and the poor have nothing 
that thieves can take away ?’ Cannot the tax be levied from the villagers 
according to their respective circumstances, as is being done in the Manikganj 
subdivision of the Dacca district ? 
3. ‘The Sanjivani, of the 3rd December, says that Babu Nandakrishna 
_ Basu, Magistrate of the district of Noakhali, has 
ante ake eee from chauki- sentenced the Sub-Inspector, the Head-Constable, 
and the Writer-Constable of the Begumganj 
thana, in that district, to three months’ imprisonment, as well as to fines, for 
having taken Rs. 3 from every chaukidir within their jurisdiction on the 
occasion of the late increase of the chaukidars’ pay. Both the Magistrate and 
the District Superintendent of Police, also a native gentleman, conducted the 
enquiry with remarkable promptitude. In fact, the guilty police officers would 
not have been punished if Noakhali had not been fortunate enough to have 
a native Magistrate and a native Police Superintendent at one and the same 
time. The Lieutenant-Governor is running all over the province like a race- 
horse. But he does not take notice of these things. ‘The writer can furnish 
evidence, if necessary, of the fact that money is illegally extorted from 
chaukidars by police officers in almost every thana on the occasion of the 
renewal of the hatchitha every month. On the occasion of the passing of the 
Chaukidari Bill, the Lieutenant-Governor instructed the Magistrates to carefully 
check such unlawful practices. But are the Magistrates acting according to 


that advice ? 
(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4. The Sahachar, of the 30th November 
writes as follows :— 

The idea of the withdrawal by Sir Charles Elliott of his jury notification is 
not liked by some people, because they think that after the strong language 
that bas been used in a certain seciion of the native press withdrawal will have 
the appearance of yielding to popular clamour. Butit is not easy to see the 
force of this reasoning. Native rulers always consider it their duty to remove 
the cause of dissatisfaction of their subjects. But the English idea about pleas. 
ing the subject seems to be different. According to Englishmen, it is humilia- 
tion for a ruler to yield to popular clamour. But it is now nearly 200 
years since British rule was established in this country, andit is a mistake to 
treat it still as a conquered country. Russian statesmen are not found to make 
this mistake, and it is tv be desired thatthe English Government, too, should not 
make it, And how have matters stood in this respect in England itself ? 
There has been no reform in England without pressure from the people. The 
famous Reform Bill was the result of popular clamour and dissatisfaction. 
Compare the tone of English writers and speakers in those days—compare the 
speech of Sir Francis Burdett—which may be taken to afford something like 
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a specimen of that tone—with the tone of the native press on the jury question 
in this country—and the former will appear to have been by far the bitterer 
of the two. Occasional strong language is unavoidable in the discussion of 
such questions. Still, there is no gainsaying that the language of the native 
press, in connection with the jury question, cannot at all be compared for 


bitterness with the language that was used by Anglo-Indian writers at the ° 


time of the Ilbert Bill agitation. One has only to take one issue of the 
Englishman of those days in order to feel how bitter the Anglo-Indian tone was, 
The native press has spoken more in sorrow than in anger. The people are 
astonished to see SirCharles Elliott, whom they have so long praised for 
judgment and grasp, take such a retrograde step. Those who discern 
political danger in a ruler’s listening to the people of this country, do not know 
the Indian character. Sir Charles Elliott will display real strength anc ability 
by withdrawing his jury notification. The concession will mean not cowardice, 


‘or political danger, but those high qualities of the soul for which the Indians 


worship a ruler. The Anglo-Indians will do well to shake off their nervous 
fear of yielding to popular clamour. Government’s strength will increase instead 
of decreasing, if the people feel that it isanxious to redress their grievances, and 
such an impression in the Indian mind will be of more value than the defeat 
of three lakhs of Russian troops on the banks of the Indus. 

No gentleman has ever said that Sir Charles Elliott feels the same delight 
in seeing Indian prisons full of prisoners, which a fisherman feels in seeing his 
net full of fish. Sir Charles honestly and rightly believes that many criminals 
escape punishment. But he is mistaken in thinking that jurors are responsible 
for the escape of these persons. The abolition of jury trial cannot fail to bring 
about failures of justice. The Judges, with their minds strongly prepossessed 
with the idea that the men who are sent up for trial by the police and the 
Magistrate’ must be really guilty, will attach importance to evidence which 
would be rejected by ajury. And if promotion depends on a large number 
of convictions, they, will inspite of their honesty, unconsciously lean towards 
coviction. The reputation of the Judges for justice and impartiality is now in 
danger. Which is more likely to diminish the prestige of Government—with- 
drawal of the jury notification at the prayer of the people—ora public weighted 
with the idea that the Judge is a kinsman of the executioner ? 

Judges in this country have not much knowledge of the law, and if they 
are, besides, pressed toconvict people, what the result will be may well beantici- 
pated. Not even the bitterest enemy of the Government will say that it likes 
to see innocent people punished. But the result of leaving unlimited power 
to the Judges will be that innocent persons will be punished. Government 
will perhaps say—* Go to the High Court for redress.” But this will be much 
like the advice of Marie Antoinette to the famished Parisians—‘* If the people 
have no bread, why do not they eat cakes P’? How many people can go to the 
High Court ? Sir Charles—you have plunged a javelin in the heart of a whole 


nation! ‘lhe assailant does not feel the pain of the wound. and he has always 


sycophants at his heels to tell him, “you have acted rightly.” But blood is 
gushing out of Bengal’s wounded breast. Noother action of Government bas, 
within our knowledge, produced such widespread sorrow. God alone knows 
why this javelin has been hurled without cause. 
5. ‘Lhe Langanivdst, of the 2nd December, has learnt in the Jndian Daily 
me News that the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor 
wae press on the jury have resolved not to withdraw the jury notification, 
because the native press has been vilifying the 
Government over the question. The writer is not aware that the native press 
has vilified the Government in connection with the jury question. All that 
that press has done is that it has pointed out the Government’s mistake, 
and there is no help if this brings down upon it the displeasure of the 
authorities. The thing is that Government will on no account rescind orders 
which have been passed. Why, then, throw the blame on the native press? 
6. The Sanjivani, of the 3rd December, says that many had thought that 
Sir Charles Elliott would express his views on the 
_ Jury question at the St. Andrew’s Dinner. But he 
said nothing on that subject, or, for tbe matter of that, on any other, beyond urging 
again and again the necessity of cordial relations between the official and the 


The jury question. 
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non-official classes in the Anglo-Indian community. Non-official Anglo- 
Indians are very much displeased with His Honour for his jury notification. 
Was it, then, with the object of conciliating them that he urged the necessity 
of cordial relations between them and the officials? But whatever his object 
may have been, it is certain that no one will be able to bring himself to like 
him so long as he does not abolish the jury notification. ‘The Lieutenant- 
Governor is reputed to be a bold man. Why does he not then uproot the 
poisonous tree which he has planted ? 

7. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 4th December, says that, though the 
great majority of people in this country are ignorant 
of the English language, it is that language that 
has been appointed court-language, for the con- 
venience of a handful of English judicial officers. And the inevitable result 
of this has been that neither the Judges nor the pleaders can understand cases 
thoroughiy, owing to their ignorance of a great deal of colloquial Bengali, that 
parties to suits cannot know whether their pleaders are omitting material 
points, either through inadvertence or through the influence of the opposite 
party; and that a man cannot judge for himself, and without undergoing the 
expense of a legal consultation, whether his case is appealable or not. In civil 
cases this most unsatisfactory system affects only property, but in criminal 
cases it affects life and property. The evil used to be in some measure checked 
by jurors, whose existence compelled pleaders to examine witnesses and explain 


cases in Bengali. And the mischief will reach its climax if the jury system 
is abolished. 


Mr. Veasey on the jury question. 


The English as court-language 
in Bengal. 


8. The Dainik-o-Samdchar Chandrikd, of the 
4th December, writes as follows :— 

People do not generally like to accept advice which is not agre-able to 
them. Ravan did not take Bibhisan’s advice, but the advice given by Khara 
and Dusan was accepted by him. Duryodhan turned a deaf ear to the counsels of 
Bidur, but lent himself eagerly to the advice of Karnaand Duhshasan. Similarly, 
the present Lieutenant-Governor has rejected the advice given him by the 
Sessions Judges on the subject of jury trial, but has accepted the advice of the 
Divisional Commissioners and of Mr. Veasey, late Inspector-General of Police. 
It would have been, indeed, unnatural and anomalous if either Mr. Veasey, 
who some time ago wanted to gag all the public bodies in the country and to 
keep the people under perpetual police surveillance, or the Divisional Commis- 
sioners had spoken in favour of jury trial. Trial by jury is a part of the judicial 


system, and lawyers and Judges should have been regarded as the persons most 


competent to speak about its working. It has, therefore, been extremely 


unfair to take action in regard to the jury system on the advice of the executive | 
heads of Divisions and of the head of the police, all of whom like to see every | 


man convicted who is brought up on a criminal charge, 

Mr. Veasey says:—‘‘ The question is not one with which I have personally 
been brought at all closely in contact, and such opinions as I have been able to 
form are based on what I have seen of the results of trials or on information 
given me by police officers.” The people of this country, as well as the people 
of England, will clearly see how unjustly the Government of this country has 
acted in accepting the advice of an officer who, on his own admission, has no 
personal experience of the jury system, but who, in virtue of his official position, 
had to feel chagrined at every acquittal by a jury, and whose chagrin was 
increased by his subordinates harping on the incompetency of jurors. Govern- 
ment has made much of the advice given by such an officer, but has set little 
value on the calmer counsels of the High Court and Sessions Judges. 

9 The DLainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 6th December, writes as 

follows :— 
ountien Mr. Toynbee has quoted the whole of Mr. 
Cooke’s report, but has made only an extract from 
Mr. K. C. Dutt’s report. Did not the other portions of Mr. Dutt’s report go 
against jury trial ? Such ‘ special pleading J on the part of a Commissioner of 
a Division is disgusting ; and such ‘ special pleading ’ as the Lieutenant. 
Governor has indulged in is really hateful. 

Mr. Dutt says that ‘“‘ during the short time he has been in Burdwan, the 

jury system has worked in a manner most detrimental to the interests of 


Mr. R C. Dutt on the jury 
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justice, and also to repression of crime.” 
Mr. Dutt wrote only this much and nothing more. It is very probable that 
though ascribing these faults to the jury system, Mr. Dutt also spoke of its 
merits. 
publish his entire report, for, otherwise, his countrymen will lose confidence in 
him. By-the-bye, how could Mr. Dutt say that “ the jury system has worked 
in a manner detrimental to repression of crime,” whea even such an anti-jur 

Judge of the High Court as Mr. Tottenham has had to admit that the jary 
system has nothing to do with the repression of crime. Everybody knew 


jurors discharge their duty. 


But it can hardly be that 


And it is due to Mr. Dutt that Government should allow him to 


Mr. Dutt to be a man who sympathised with. the views of the National 
Congress. And has Mr. Dutt availed himself of the opportunity afforded by 
the jury question to clear himself of the charge of being a friend or partisan 
of the Congress ? 


10. The same paper writes as follows :— 

Mr. Cooke, Magistrate of Hooghly, who never 
had anything to do with jurors, has found fault 
with the jury system, though Mr. Crawfurd, District Judge of Hooghly, who 
has personal experience of that system, has praised the manner in which 
The contrast is rather amusing ; and great credit 
is certainly due to Mr. Cooke for his truthfulness. Mr. Cooke has vilified the 
Bengalis to his heart’s content ; and that has recommended his views to the 
present ruler of Bengal. 


Mr. Cooke says :—‘‘ His (the Bengali juror’s) religious and social preju- 
dices overrule his oath and sense of right: it is impracticable to obtain from 
him a just verdict.” And it is only in a country like India that a thoughtless 
man like Mr. Cooke is allowed to retain office after making a remark like 
this. Nay sucha man is even thought fit for promotion in this country ! 
Mr. Cooke has not hesitated to call the people of this country liars all round, 
and even to strike a blow at their religion. If Mr. Cooke is not punished in 
this world for his misdeeds, he will certainly be punished in the next. In 
any other country he would have met with condign punishment in this world. 
Mr. Cooke says that a Bengali Member of the Viceroy’s Council told him that 
the people of this country did not approve of the English criminal law, 
and theretore acquitted prisoners. But no one will believe this so long as 
Mr. Cooke does not give out the name of the Bengali Member of Council. If 
Mr. Cooke wishes to clear himself from the charge of having made a false 
statement, he ought to give out that name. 


11. ‘I'he same paper writes as follows :— 

The Pioneer says that the Bangavasi is not 
protesting against the jury notification. But even 
if this were true, it would be no justification of the 
jury order. But the Bangavasz has, as a matter of fact, taken exception to the 
jury order, and is protesting against it like other native papers. The Bangavasi 
has written more than one article on the jury question, and in every one of 
these articles the unjust order of Government has been protested against. 
The Pioneer must have, therefore, either wilfully neglected to understand the 
Bangavasi aright, or failed to understand its meaning in consequence of its 
not knowing the Bengali language. The very article in the Bangavasi to 
which the Pioneer refers contains a clear protest against the jury notification. 
And it is probable that the involved and artful style in which that article was 
written prevented the Pioneer from seeing its meaning. The Pioneer has to 
thank itself for the error into which it has fallen, though it must be said, at 
the same time, that the Bangavasi, onits part, ought not to express its views io 
a manner or style which may not be perfectly clear to all. 


12. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 8:h December, has the following :— 


It isrumoured that His Honour the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor has been convinced of the mistake be 
has made by practically abolishing jury trial. Wedo not know whether the 
rumcur 1s well founded or not; but we see no reason why we should not believe 


Mr. Cooke on the jury question. 


The Bangavasi’s attitude on the 
jury question. 


The jury question. 


it. All men make mistakes; but itis only great men who admit mistakes 


and try to correct them. Our Lieutenant-Governor is a great man. How can 
we then believe that he will not correct his jury order? 
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Lord Lytton passed the Gagging Act, and his Gagging Act was repealed 
by his noble suceessor. We hope that Sir Charles will take a hint from that, 
and revoke his order before he is compelled by superior authority to do so. 


(c)— Jails. 


13. Referring to the Jail Reform Resolution of the Government of 
India, the Hitavadi, of the 1st December, says 
that in the past both social and political offenders 
were treated in prison like brute beasts. All the long roads, large tanks, 
splendid bridges and stately mosques, which were constructed under Mussul- 
man rule, were built, as it were, with the heart’s blood of thousands of 
unfortunate prisoners, But efforts are now being made to give prisoners 
moderate work, to provide them with medical aid in illness, and to release 
them when on the point of death, in order that they may breathe their last in 
the midst of those who are dearest to them. In short, the English Government 
is resolved to give prisoners every felicity and facility compatible with the peace 
and prosperity of the country. 

14. The Banganivasi, of the 2nd December, writes as follows :— 

An indian prison is a living picture of hell. 
Those who wish to see hell on earth may partly 
gratify their desire by paying a visit to an Indian prison. Not long ago the 
condition of prisons and their administration in some parts of Europe, too, was 
horrible indeed; but prison management has vastly improved in Europe 
in consequence of the philanthropic labours of John Howard. India has not 
yet been fortunate enough to have a Howard of her own, and it is too much to 
expect that the heart of any foreigner will bleed to hear of the sufferings of the 
Indian prisoner. 

The two principal blots on the jail administration of India have been :— 
(1) the badness of the jail system and the indifference of the authorities in 
the matter of improving it; (2) the oppression which is committed on prisoners 
by the jailemployés. It is only now that the Government of India means todo 
something to improve matters in this respect. If the proposals of that Govern- 
ment for jail reform are faithfully carried out, His Excellency Lord Lansdowne 
will retrieve much of his lost reputation. 


(d)— Education. 


15. The Chdéruvarta, of the 28th November, has the following :— 

Although the number of educated men is daily 
increasing, it is to be regretted that the country is 
not making much real progress in education. The outcome of the present 
system of education is a race of Babus who deem it beneath their dignity to 
follow the trades or callings of their forefathers. Government measures the 
progress of education in the country by the number of schools and school-going 
boys. But that,in our opinion, is not the real test of educational progress 1n this 
country. If the peasant’s son, after being educated, can make improvements in 
agriculture, the potter’s son in pottery, the blacksmith’s son in his own art, and 
soon, then and then only can it be said that education is doing good to our 
country. 

Further on :— 

The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has been pleased with Bengali boys 
for the ardour they are showing in the performance of physical exercises. In 
a recent speech, His Honour expressed the hope that the boys, if they continue 
in this habit, will be physically stronger before a year is over. But what good 
will physical strength do to the Bengali if he is excluded from the military 
service, and Government fears to put a musket in his hand? The SBengali’s 
chief requirement at the present time is not physical strength, but good morals. 
And if His Honour can do anything to make the Bengali more moral the 
country will be very thankful to him. 

16. The Sahachar, of the 30th November, cannot understand why the 

grant of 300 or 400 rupeese very month, made by 
oeovernment grant to the Cal- Government to the Calcutta School Book Society 
Se ee for no useful service that one can discover, has yet 


Jail reform. 


Jail reform. 


Progress of education in Bengal. 
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attracted the notice of such an advocate of retrenchment as the present b 
Lieutenant-Governor. j 
BANGANTVAST, 17. The Banganivdsi, of the 2nd December, says that there was a mistake t 
Nov, 2nd, 1892. ae in the third paper set at the last B.L. Examina. t 
The last B.L. Examination. —=—_—_ tion, and the questions based on Case-Law were too 
many. Will not the Syndicate make some consideration to the examinees 0 
for this eccentricity in the question papers? Ifthe results arrived at by the e 
Examiners are not modified, those who are plucked will not, certainly, have to r 
blame themselves for their failure. 
SANJIVANT, 18. The Sanjivant, of the 3rd December, says that it was mistaken in stat- 
Dec, 3rd, 1892, ing that the 35th edition of Padyapatha, Part IIT, 
— had been appointed as a text-book before it wag . 
printed (Report on Native Papers for week ending 3rd December, paragraph 26), ‘1 
But, while admitting its error in this respect, it must say that it was wrong to 5 
fix the Padypatha as a text-book again, because it contains immoral pieces I 
and has already been several times appointed as a text-book. , 
SANJIVANT. 19. The same paper objects to the order of the Bengal Government 
about entrusting Sub-Inspectors of Schools under 
Sub-Inspector of Schools a8 the District Boards in the Dacca Division with the . 
Cattle-Pound Inspectors. 


work of inspecting cattle-pounds in addition to 
their own proper duties, The additional duty will interfere with the Sub-In- 
spectors’ own proper work, and corruption will probably make its way into the 
Education Department if educational officers are required to do non-educa- 
tional work. 
—_—o 20. The same paper is sorry to see that the M. A.’sof the Calcutta 
University are being pressed to promise their votes 
Canvassing for the University to unworthy candidates for Fellowships. The next 
ee election of Fellows will be held on the 2nd January 
1893, but votes were promised before November was over. The writer hears 
that the agents of certain candidates for Fellowships are adopting all the unfair 
means that are adopted by unworthy candidates for Municipal Commissioner. 
ships. These agents are telling the voters—‘‘ That man has secured a small 
number of votes, and hasno chance of being elected, you had therefore better give 
your vote to so and so, who has a good chance of being elected.” It should be 
borne in mind that the Government, which has abolished the jury system for 
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the fault of one or two jurors, will certainly deprive the M. A.’s of the 
University of their right of electing Fellows, if they are found to abuse their 
privilege. 
ak SaNJIVANI, Sir Charles Elliott’s prize for 21. The same paper heartily thanks the 
Hf aclastiils daaainds. Lieutenant-Governor for his founding a prize for 
A original scientific research in Bengal. 
‘t SANJIVANI. 22. The same paper asks whether an explanation will not be demanded 


The Physics paper in the last "0m the gentleman who set two questions in the 
middle vernacular examination in paper on Physics, in the last middle vernacular 


the Eastern Circle. examination in the Eastern Circle, from outside the 
portions appointed to be read. 
SULABH DAINIK, 


Doc. Sth. 1892 Holidays in the Bengal schools, ‘tf 20. ; ” Sutabh Daintk, of the Gth Doosennes, } 
neste Bea writes as follows :— 

We hear that Sir Charles Elliott has sent for a list of the holidays ob- | 
served in the Bengal schools. We do not know what object His Honour has ! 
in view in this connection, It is true the teachers of schools and colleges are 
allowed rest for three or four months in the year; but the authorities should 
bear in mind that the work of teaching is far more difficult than many kinds of 
nny Pada We most humbly pray that the poor teachers be subjected to 
no zulm. 

porno Namsanan 24. Roferring to the physical + eng s resolution carried by the wrod 
Doce 5th, 1892, : of Arts of the Calcutta University, the Dain 

The physical exercise question. Samdchér Chandrik é, of the 5th yf Aaanlic 6 r, says 
that such arule, if passed, will only drive candidates to the deceptive practice 
of putting in false certificates of physical training. Most of the experienced 
Fellows have already come to see this, and some of them, therefore, absented 
themselves from the meeting. The Faculty ought to have remembered that 
there are guardians who do not wish their children to mix with all sorts of 
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boys at game or exercise. In a class-room a boy has very little opportunity of 
mixing with other boys, but within the enclosures of a playground such oppor- 
tunities will not be few. And such guardians will certainly object to the 
Faculty’s rule. ; 

But have the University authoritities, after all, power, under the provisions 
of the Charter creating the University, to compel its alumni to receive physical 
exercise? It is hoped the Senate will consider this point, though it was not 
raised in the Faculty. 

25. The Daintk-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 7th December, says that 
according to the Sanjivdni newspaper the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor has ordered all Sub-Inspectors 
of Schools employed under the Boards also to 
inspect all cattle pounds. This placing of cattle pound and patshala in the 
same category is eminently happy and proper. For has not the late poet 
Madan Mohan Tarkalankar left it in verse that “ the cowherd is taking the 
cattle out to the fields, as the children are beginning to con their lessons ” ? 

26. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 

Dramatic performances by §th December, has the following :— : 

—" The editor of the Hindoo Patriot approves 
of dramatic performances by school boys, and is glad that the Lieutenant. 
Governor is encouraging the boys of the Presidency College in that direction. But 
his eldest brother, the late Babu Prasanna Kumar Sarvddhikari, when occupy- 
ine the responsible office of Principal of the Sanskrit College, strongly objected 
to theatrical performances by boys. And the deceased Principal was perfectly 
right. The writer himself knows of one or two boys whose connection with 
the dramatic performances by schoolboys in the life-time of the late Sir Raja 
Radhakant Bahadur led them astray. Is Babu Raj Kumar Sarvadhikari wiser 
than his brother P 


Sub-Inspectors of schools as 
Inspectors of cattle pounds. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


27. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 15th November, referring to the 
' Exclusion of leaders and Government circular prohibiting the nomination 
mukhtars from the Local Boards. of pleaders and mukhtars as members of Local 
Boards, says that these men are the only educated and independent men in the 
country, and if they are excluded from the Local Boards there will be left 
only some incompetent men for Government to nominate as members of those 
Boards. It is easy to foresee what the result of this action of Government 
will be, ‘The business of the Boards cannogf fail to be badly managed after 
this, and Government will probably soon abolish self-government with a 
stroke of its pen, alleging as its reason forso doing that the natives have shown 
themselves unfit for self-government. 

28. The Charuvdrid, of the 28th November, writes yr though a ele 

| , of Sherpur, in the Mymensingh district, is inhabite 

sie * ok A by Hindus, the new doctor, who has been placed in 
district. charge of the local charitable Dispensary, is a 
Muhammadan not well acquainted with the Bengali language. Patients are 
therefore put to great inconvenience. The present compounder, too, is not a 
passed man. It is necessary that the attention of the Civil Surgeon of the 
district should be drawn to this. | 

29. Referring to Sir Charles Elliott’s advice to the Arrah Municipality 

Water.works in the Arrah to open water-works, the Darussalianat and Urdu 

Municipality. Guide, of the 2nd December, says that additional 
burdens should not be imposed on the rate-payers in this time of scarcity and 
distress. 


(9) —Railways and Communications including canals and trrigaton. 


80. The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st December, says that though atten- 
eee ae tion has been repeatedly drawn te the bad condi- 
us in the Bankura district, © +14) of the roads in the Bankura Cieiriet, nothing 
has yet been done to repair them. Everywhere in the district there are kuls 
toads and bhdgdr boda which are not included in the list of roads under the 
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ULUBARIA DaARPan, 
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Nov, 28th, 1892, 
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District Board, and many of these are being therefore misappropriated or 
encroached upon by owners of adjoining lands. The District Board shoulg 
at once take steps to recover what has been thus encroached upon. 


(h)— General. 
DAINIR-0-SAMACHAR 81, The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 1st December, Says :— 


ogy ape: Sir Auckland Colvin has left this coun 
Dec, lst, 1892. The Hurdwar Resolution. try for 


good; but every impartial reader of his recent 
Resolution on the Hurdwar affair will feel surprised andalarmed. One hundred 
and ninety-two witnesses gave evidence, but the Commission has disbelieved al] 
of them, and Sir Auckland has therefore spoken ill of the Hindus and the 
British Indian Association. But everyone knows that the officers who cop. 
ducted the inquiry were creatures of Government, and Government itself was 
the defendant. Is there any country, except India, where the accused tries 
his own case? We want to know how the evidence has been taken down, 


There is no doubt that the British India Association will have to move Parlia. 
ment. 


Sis Westies Qectan 32. The Education Gazette, of the 2nd Decem. 
ee pastas le asses ber, bas the following on Sir Auckland Colvin’s 
Dec, 2nd, 1892. ° 
: Hurdwar Resolution :-- 

We were extremely pained to hear that the action of the authorities in 
breaking up the Hurdwar fair had resulted in the oppression and harassment 
of the assembled pilgrims, but enquiry bas now shown that the allegations 
were all false. Indeed, the fact that a handful of Mussulman and Hindu 
police constables were able to disperse about a lakh of men, who had come to 
Hurdwar from all parts of India, solely in response to the call of their religion, 
and that they were able to do this without using criminal force, or doing 
violence to the religious rites in the performance of which the pilgrims were 
engaged, furnishes evidence of ability on the part of the rulers such as was 


never witnessed before. Be that as it may, the whole thing appears to us to 
be wonder. 


BANGANIVASI, 33, The Banganivasi, of 2nd December, thanks the British Indian Asso- 


Dec. 2nd, 1892. ciation for bringing about an enquiry into the 
an, finalé of the Hurdwar WHurdwar affair, and says that the object of the 


Association has been, at least, partly gained by the 
result of the enquiry. The object of the public in insisting onan enquiry was 
not to have Sir Auckland Colvin punished for the doings of his subordinates, 
but simply to prevent a recurrence of the incident in future, and, in spite of 
everything that Sir Auckland may say publicly, there is no denying that that 
object has been gained, inasmuch as His Honour and the officials under him 


have come to see that oppression cannot be committed with impunity even on 
the subjugated people of India. . 


iiiiatias 34. The Sanjivant, of the 3rd December, says that Sir Auckland Colvin has ° 


utywee  e accused the British Indian Association of having 
aie cg” in the pressed for an enquiry into the alleged oppression 

at Hurdwar, although the Association knew full 

well that the complaints were entirely false. Nothing could be more disparag- 


ing to the Association than this. And will the Association do nothing to 
vindicate its honour ? 


Sir Auckland has also made many defamatory remarks about Sriman! 


Swami Brahmananda, on the wrong supposition that he is the Sriman Swanl 


of the cowlaughter movement ‘he Swami is probably a Sannyasi, or he might 


have taught Sir Auckland Colvin a lesson, by prosecuting him for defama- 
tion. es 
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PRAKRITI, 


A * 7 e g 
eset The Hurdwar Resolution.  - 30. The Prakriti, of the 3rd December, write 
Dec, rd 1&¢2. AS follows "he 


The Hurdwar Commission was appointed at the instance of the Britisb 
Indian Association, and consisted of two native gentlemen. There was much 
irregularity in the proceedings of the Commission, so much so, in fact, that the 


British Indian Association, seeing that injustice was being done, wanted to 
have the trial transf«rred from the hands of the Commission. 
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Fearing that his successor might take a view of the Hurdwar affair 
different from his, Sir Auckland Colvin has hastily recorded his Resolution on 
the subject. 

The result of this Commission has given satisfaction to no one except 
Sir Auckland Colvin and a few other officers of Government. 

36. The Bangavdsi, of the 38rd December, 
Says :— 

Every one of the police officers concerned in the Hurdwar affair is perfect- 
ly free from guilt. This is the decision of the Hurdwar Commission. We 
are glad to hear it; for it is the wish of every loyal subject that no blame 
may attach either to the Sovereign, or to the rulers, or to the public servants. 
In his Hurdwar Resolution Sir Auckland Colvin has expressed himself to the 
effect that, where self-interest is involved, interested persons must, as a matter 
of course, tell lies. But the public may fairly ask, was not the Commission 
interested in coming to the decision it has arrived at? The answer must be, yes. 
For, if the police had been held guilty, the officers concerned would have had 
to be punished. And then the higher authorities, too, would have incurred 
blame. Who does not know that there is a close and mysterious relation 
between the high officials and their subordinates P 

37. A correspondent of the same paper writes from Baishnabnagar, a 

, village in the Malda district, that great inconve- 
A postal complaint from the nijence is felt for want of a post officein the village. 
ee Even if a letter-box is put up, the villagers will be 


The Hurdwar Resolution, 


satisfied for the present. 

88. Referring to the Hurdwar Commission’s report, the Daintk-o-Samdchér 
Chandrikd, of the 5th December, says that the 
small discrepancies in the evidence regarding Charan 
Singh’s death, which, as being natural, would have induced an upright and 
impartial Judge to accept the evidence as genuine, hada very different 
meaning for Jwala Prasad, who interpreted them as indicating the falsity of 
the evidence. On the other hand, this worthy Judge believed as true the evi- 
dence given by the accused Deputy Charan Singh and other officers of Govern- 
ment in self-exculpation, though such evidence was clearly false. Relying on 
the evidence of these officers, Jwala Prasad disbelieved the evidence of all 
the other witnesses, and ascribed the death of Charan Singh to cholera. 
Charan Singh may have died of cholera or not, but this much is certain that he 
showed no symptons of cholera up to the moment of his death. The Hindoo 
Patriot supposes that there must have been cholera germs in the whip with 
which Deputy Lachman Singh struck Charan, and that the germs having 
entered into Charan’s body secretly worked his death, and that the fault was 
therefore not the Deputy’s but his whip’s. And surely some such theory must 
be devised in order to explain Charan Singh’s death if the Commission persist in 
ascribing it to cholera. The Hindoo Patriot regrets that Jwala Persad has 
not reported this strange case of cholera without the development of choleraic 
symptoms to the Cholera Commissionin England. But the writer is sure that 
Sir Auckland Colvin will remove-all cause for the Patrioé’s regret by personally 
reporting the case to the Cholera Commission. It is also probable that, after 
the disclosures made at the Hurdwar enquiry, Lord Lansdowne will not fail to 
have all men and animals in India inoculated with the Pasteur virus, in order 
to free the whips and boots of Deputies and sepoys, which are generally made 
of cow’s skin, from cholera germs, and, if cholera germs still exist in the 
whips and boots, in order to prevent their transference to the human bodies to 
Which they may be applied. eo 

Great weight has been attached to Raja Ranabir Singh’s statement that 
no oppression was committed on the pilgrims in the breaking up of the fair. 
But the statement of this very Raja that he saw Charan Singh smart under 
ows dealt to him by Deputy Lachman Singh has been completely over- 

ooked, 

The Hindoo Patriot has been characterising the Resolution as marked by a 
spirit of partiality and injustice. But the officials who are now governing 
India care little for public opinion. If Indian officialdom had the slightest 
regard for public opinion, an affair like the one that has taken place at 
Hurdwar would have been an impossibility, nor would Sir Auckland Colvin have 


The Hurdwar Resolution. 
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dared to publish a worthless and ungentlemanly Resolution like the one he hag 


given to the public. 
ai eet III.— LEGISLATIVE. 


89. The Sanjivani, of the 3rd December, has learnt in an English lady’s 
letter in an Allahabad paper that the Lieutenant. 
Governor proposes to pass a Press Act, under which 
everyone intending to start a newspaper will have to obtain permission from 
Government before starting it, and Government will have the power of stop- 
ping any paper which may be thought to be misconducting itself.’ The Lieu- 
tenant-Governor has already laid the axe at the root of Self-Government in 
the Municipal Bill, and has filled the public mind with fear by passing the 
Chaukidari Act. And he is now going to deal 4 deathblow to high education 
by abolishing the zilla schools. And His Honour’s oppression will reach its 
climax ina Press Act. Sir Charles is just the man to do such a rash Act, 
40. The Dacca Gazette, of the 5th December, has the following :— 

- What isit we hear? It makes one tremble to 
hear it. The newspapers say that Sir Charles Elliott 
intends to pass a law for gagging the Bengali press. Under this law the 
permission of Government will have to ‘be taken before any newspaper is 
started, and Government will be able to take surety or recognisance from the 
conductors of any newspaper, if necessary. The law will also contain a speci- 
fication of certain offences, the breach of which will subject any newspaper, 
first, to 2 warning from Government, next, to temporary suspension, and, last 
of all, to abolition. This, plainly stited, means that the press is going to be 
deprived of its freedom. And the freedom of the native press taken away, 
Sir Charles Elliott?s name will become memorable forever. “Has not Sir 
Charles’s desire for notoriety been gratified by the passing of the Chaukidari 
Act, the introduction of the Municipal Bill, and the abolition of trial by jury? 
But what does Sir Charles mean to gain by gagging only the insignificant 
native press, and leaving the Anglo-Indian press free as at present to say 
what it likes? 


Rumours of a Press Act. 


The proposed Press Law. 


IV——NATIVE STATEs. 


41. The Sudhakar, of the 2nd December, objects to the proposal to send 
the minor Raja of Rampore in the North-Western 
Provinces to England for education, and says that 
the training. of Indian princes in England has the effect of anglicising them 
and making them luxurious and worthless, Look at the extravagance and 
luxurious habits of the Maharajas of Kuch Bihar and Patiala, and see the 
degradation which Dhuleep Singh has brought on himself, and how the Maha- 
raja of Baroda is squandering his wealth, 


Indian princes in England. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


42. The Charuvarta, of the 28th November, says :— 

In consequence of excessive rainfall, export- 
ation of food-crops, and the peasants preferring 10 
some instances to cultivate jute instead of paddy, scarcity has becun to be felt 
at Sherpur. Considering the state of things this year, the writer is apprehen- 
sive about next year also. Up to this time the people of Sherpur have been 
anxious only about Netrakona, Kishorgunge, and other places in east Mymen- 
singh. But the prospects of Sherpur itself have suddenly changed. The price 
of rice at Sherpur has risen from 7, 8, and 9 seers per rupee to 6, 7 seers. The 
writer is of opinion that exportation of rice should be put a stop to, and culti- 
vators should not be encouraged to cultivate jute instead of paddy. The writer 
hopes that the District Magistrate, instead of relying on reports, should 
personally see the actual condition of the people. 

43. A correspondent of the Bangdvdsi, of the 8rd December, reports 
scarcity at Guhagram, in the Burdwan ‘district. 
Rice is selling at 10 to 12 kanchi seers per rupee. 
There has been a total failure of the paddy crop 


Distress in Sherpur in the 
district of Mymensingh. 


Scarcity in a village in the 
Burdwan district. 


this year for want of rain. 
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44, The Prakriti, of the 3rd December, writes that there is great distress PRAKRITI, 
in the Burdwan district, and people are going Dec. 8rd, 1892, 
away to Midnapore for want of food, and are setting 

: fire to the houses of those who are not accommo- it 
dating them with loans of money. The writer has found this report in the | 
Lahore Tribune, but he does not understand why the local paper, the Burdwan a 
Sanjtwéni, is silent on the subject. 


Distress in the Burdwan 
district. 
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| 
VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. | 


45. The Sahachar, of the 80th November, has the following :— Samacuas 

Will the generality of Mussulmans join the Congress? The Congress, it, Nov. 30th, 1892, 
: need hardly be said, will gain io strength by their 
Mussulmans in the coming Con- joining it. And the Mussulmans too ought to see that 
Sit it is theirinterest to join it. They should take note 
of the fact that it is not the Hindus alone that are being deprived of their pri- 
vileges. Of what good is it to the Mussulman community in general that a son 
of Syed Ahmed or of Nawab Abdul Latif gets a high post? And how is the 
rustic Ramhari benefited by the appointment of a son of Maharaja Narendr 
Krishna to the High Court Bench? Justice Syud Mahmud is a son of Syuad 
Ahmed, and yet see how his place has been made so hot for him. The 
English people never forget their own interests. Why do you, Mussulmans, 
suffer yourselves to be deluded by being gently patted on the back? If 
the Government soothes or pleases you with sweet words, please Government 

with honied words in return, but never forget your own interests. How is the : 

| 


. , . — - 
per “ang ee yt oe ae eee oe 


ae BH er Ree Berner me met Re ~ whitest 
amtye oa ety a ; eee > Vibe ~ cae 


wn ae 


a ap ey. 27 —o — seerey ee 4 ~- “ ~s Se hee ~ See fod 


renin e.Atee neti - ee a ee en ee ee ee 
- . Mie one - 
mao 


whole country benefited by the appointment of a very few persons to high Bi 
posts? Just mark what the English people have done in their own country. 
They have always aimed at the good of England:as a whole: you too should’ do- 
the same. Just consider whether you have any rights. Be no longer at variance 
with the Hindus, but unite with them, and demand rights with a: united voice. 
How long will a handfulof foreigners enjoy a monopoly of all the high posts-in. 
the country ? How long will men of noble descent among you remain excluded’ 
from the army? How long shall we lie at the complete mercy of a Governor? 
The people of England sincerely wish that the people of this country may 
live in happiness. Only make them understand that the present system: of 
administration is unsuited to the time, and it will be impossible for Governors: 
of the type of Sir Charles Elliott to abolish the jury system with one stroke 
of the pen. ‘We hope that Mussulmans will attend the next Congress‘ in ites 
large numbers. The times are bad. Wemust now resolve, in the name of the Bd 
fatherland, to fight for political rights. If we unite the Government of India NG 
will listen to our prayer. Because weare deluded by empty words into quarrel- 
ing with each other, the authorities hold us in scorn. How will Government: 
believe those who have no unity among themselves? The Government is not a ie 
wholly to blame for withholding rights from us. We must first show Govern- a te 
ment that we are worthy of rights. RE 
46. A correspondent of the Bangavdsi, of the 8rd December, writes from —Basaavasr, 
Senhdti, in the Khulna district, that cholera has _ Dec. 3ra, 1892. 
wa tolera at Senhati in the Khul- opneared there and in the surrounding villages, and | 
a: two or three men are dying every day. Good 
drinking water is very scarce. 7. 
47. A correspondent of the same paper writes from Chandura, avillage = Bancavasi. i ji: 
in the Mymensingh district, that 51 people have Bi: 
yePidemic in a village in the died there in a fearful epidemic within the space | Hee 
eee renee of about ten days, and many more aredying for _— | i 
want of medical aid. a hy 
48. The Sanjivani, of the 8rd December, says that Mr. Cotton has himself  —Sansivamr, Bi) 
written to the writer to contradict the statement Dec. rd, 1692. 
the Chief Gecretary- made in his issue of the 19th November last, to the 


effect that the Chief Secretary was about to go away on leave owing to his S hi 
dissatisfaction with the behaviour of the Lieutenant-Governor. | - |) 
49. The same paper says that Sir Auckland Colvin has left the country SANJIVANL ie 

: | after having exasperated the people of Oudh and the if 

Sir Auckland Colvin. North-Western Provinces for five long years and | ie 
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did not fail, on the eve of his departure, to take credit to himself for hig 
misdeeds. Not a single meeting has been held to express sorrow at his depar- 
ture. The other Governors, and Sir Charles Elliott in particular, who ig 
treading in Sir Auckland Colvin’s footstep, should take a lesson from this. 

560. The same paper is sorry that Messrs. Watson and Company have yet 
made no enquiry into the serious complaints made 
against their dewan and other officers at Jhenidah 
by Babu Brajendranath Chatterji. The raiyats are 
so much afraid of the dewan that they do not venture to make any represent- 
ation themselves against him. There are some influential zamindars, but, with 
one or two exceptions, they refuse help to Brajendra Babu, either from a fear of 
the Company, or in the hope of obtaining some advantage from the Company. 

Messrs. Watson and Company have stopped their monthly grant of Rs. 12 
to the Jhenidah school. It is to behoped that the Company will not punish the 
school in this way for no fault of its own. 


51. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 5th December, writes :— 

Why is Babu Sheo Bux Bagla stilla Babu? Perhaps Government does not 

itn ins then Baile know much of this great man. Babu Sheo Bux 
prensa ea belongs to a respectable family of Marwar, and is a 

self-made man. He has spent Jarge sums of money in public and private 

charity. This gentleman deserves some title at the hands of Government. 


62. Referring to Mr. Currie’s speech at a recent meeting of the Monetary 
Conference, favouring the proposal to introduce a 
gold standard in India, the Dainitk-o-Samachar Chan- 
drika, of the 7th December, writes as follows :-— 

The members of the Indian Currency Association are dancing in joy, and 
its leading advocate in the press, the Englishman, is firing off article after article 
with an air of proud defiance. For these men look only to the interests of the 
Anglo-Indians. The introduction of a gold standard in India will prove for 
Government atemporary solution of the exchange difficulty and bring some relief 
tothe English Ministry too. But when silver will have become still more cheap, 
when the price of a Zola of silver will have become less even than eight annas, 
when the English currency and necessarily the Indian currency will have fallen 
intoastill more deplorable condition, then will the laughter and exultation of these 
men give place totears and lamentations. It is the gold currency and the gold 
standard prevailing in England that are increasing her troubles, increasing the 
misery and hardship of the English poor, and sggravating the evils of socialism and 
anarchism in English society. India too will have to suffer all these if a gold 
standard is intruduced here. Butif the evils which now afflict England find 
their way into this country, Government wili be obliged to give up the Indian 
Empire, and there will then be no escape out of the danger. 


Messrs. Watson and Company's 
officers at Jhenidah. 


The failure of the Monetary 
Conference. 


Uriya PAPERs. 


53. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 2nd November, gives a summary 
of the proceedings of a meeting held at Balasore 
with the object of memorialising Government on 
the subject of the manufacture of Panga salt in 
the Balasore district, and observes that the Government ought to revive an 


industry that is calculated to give work to a large number of people on the sea- 
side of the district. 


04. The Dehurda correspondent of the same paper is of opinion that fear- 
ful consequences are likely to result from scarcity 


of foodin the northern part of the Balasore district 
from the month of Chaitra or Baisakh next. . 


05. The Utkaldipika, of the 5th N ovember, discusses some of the provisions 
The Municipal Bill of the Municipal Amendment Bill, and arrives at 

the conclusion that the object of the Bill is to 
reduce the power of Local Self-Government which the people of Bengal at 


present enjoy through their representatives, ‘the municipalities ot that 
province. 


Panga salt in the Balasore 
district. 


Scarcity in the Balasore district. 
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ASSAM PAPERS. 


The National Institution in 56. The Paridarshak, of the 1st December, 
Sylhet. writes as follows :— 

On the 16th of November last our Chief Commissioner visited the National 
Institution and expressed sorrow for the untimely death of the proprietor, 
Babu Radha Nath. He also, praised the people of Sylhet for their taking it 
into their head to complete the school building started by the deceased Babu. 

Some time ago when Mr. Ward was Officiating Chief Commissioner, he 
promised to the late Babu Radha Nath that if Rs. 1,000 were raised locally 
Government would sanction Rs. 1,000 towards the construction of a pucka 
house for the school. That this school has done and is doing much good to 
the public there is no doubt whatever. Under these circumstances we hope 
that Mr. Ward, now that he is pucka Chief Commissioner, will fulfil his 

romise. 
‘ 57. The same paper asks whether the rule disallowing votes to B. A.’s of 
the Calcutta University, who took their degree after 
1867, has been purposely framed to exclude Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji, who took his B.A. degree in 1868. ‘The Bombay 
pep proposes to give the franchise to B.A.’s of more than 10 years’ 
standing. 


B. A.’s as voters. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengalt Translator, 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 10th December 1892. 
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